The 2nd Runner up of English Junior Section
	Region
	: Singapore

	Name of Winner
	: Josea Evan

	Name of School
	: Hwa Chong Institution

	Title of Book Read
	: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time

	Author
	: Mark Haddon

	Publisher
	: Definitions


Christopher Boone was not an ordinary boy. In the book, he showed signs of being unable to tell people's emotions, the inability to understand figurative expressions such as idioms. Despite that, Christopher has very good photographic memory. He understands maths. He understands science. Christopher is able to understand some things too, like animals. Unfortunately, he is often misunderstood by humans.

The story begins with Christopher spotting Wellington, a poodle with a fork sticking out of it, lying on the grass in the middle of the lawn in front of Mrs Shears' house. Instead of running away from the sight of this gory scene, he picked up the dead poodle, and hugged it close to him. This display of affection on got him into trouble with Mrs Shears and the police, as they immediately assumed that he was the one who killed the poodle brutally. Although he was wrongly accused of a crime he did not commit, his love for dogs and his desire to find the real murderer was not hindered by his anger with Mrs Shears and the police. Due to his single-mindedness, he was able to find out the identity of the real murderer, who turned out to be his father. Like Christopher, I learn` not to let strong emotions cloud my judgments.

Apart from Christopher's single-mindedness, I also learnt that we should stand firm by our decisions, although it may not be one that is popular. We must take courage in our decisions. In Christopher's case, he made the decision a fifteen- year-old would not normally do. He mustered up his courage, and decided to go to London alone to find his mother when he found out that she was not dead as previously believed.                    

Everyone of us has our heroes and for Christopher, his hero is Sherlock Holmes. In fact, Christopher is like Sherlock Holmes. They are both very well-read, but are neither expressive nor eloquent. So inspired by Holmes is Christopher that he attributes his detective skills to the great detective himself. In fact, Christopher even went a step further by devoting a chapter in the middle of the book to highlight how similar is the mystery case that he is solving with the one that Holmes solved in the Hound of the Baskervilles. Christopher also shared his extensive knowledge of Holmes with the reader. For example, he shares with us that Holmes never said "Elementary, my Dear Watson", in the book but only in the movies. Christopher's disclosure made the reader realized that our knowledge of Holmes is elementary. We do not pay attention to things around us Christopher quoted Holmes, "the world is full of obvious things which nobody by any chance ever observes". From this episode, I learnt that the solution to problems, may not necessarily be complex or out of reach but can be simple and within grasp.

Initially, it was difficult for the readers to perceive Christopher as a capable detective because of his idiosyncrasies. However, Mark Haddon repeatedly emphasized that Christopher has an eye for detail and noticing things that are obvious and everybody takes for granted, we began to see Christopher as increasingly competent detective as the story progresses. The murder, like many "whodunit' novels, was committed at the beginning of the novel, and there were the usual clues and red herrings but how the murder was eventually solved was presented by the writer Mark Haddon in a radically different manner. Christopher's attempts to look for clues was not disclosed in a linear, chronological manner. Instead, the process of discovering the identity of the murderer was juxtaposed by Christopher's flashbacks of similar events that had happened previously and his obsession of mathematical equations that offers vital clues to solve the mystery. The juxtaposition of these events and equation provide us with obvious clues to solve the mystery ourselves. However, like Christopher said, we humans are too 'smart' to take notice of the most obvious things and make sense of it. Thus, unlike Christopher, we are unable to solve the mystery. 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time at one level is a murder mystery novel inviting the reader to play the detective to look for clues to solve the murder mystery themselves. At another level, we learn many valuable lessons from the main protagonist, Christopher - the need to detach our minds at will so that we focus on the core issue and not be clouded by emotions and the need to pay close attention to obvious things. I also learn how autistic people like Christopher think and react to daily life situations. If I had the gift of writing, I would write a book through the eyes of mentally challenged kids. It would increase awareness of these types of people around us and that we would also live our life to the fullest, and not to waste it.

I salute Mark Haddon for being able to write such an amazing novel. It doesn't matter where you come from, who you are, whether you are an astronaut, a farmer living in the outskirts of Indonesia, a school clerk in Africa, a professor it Harvard, an alien living in Mars, or even a MENSA member with an IQ than a billion, this book is a must-read for everyone of all ages.
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